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Were La Quemada decorated ceramics produced locally?

The hilltop center of La Quemada in the Malpaso Valley of Zacatecas, Mexico, was
the focal point of one of several polities that developed along the northern frontier of
Mesoamerica during the Epiclassic period (A.D. 500-900). Northern frontier polities i |
are known to have interacted due to their shared material culture (i.e., patio- " Q » |
banquette complexes, colonnaded halls, and the exchange of obsidian and shell I\/Iochtehuma ‘ o
products), but the mechanism(s) of this interaction are not fully understood. Ceramic ey, A - | ‘ '
wares, such as red-on-buff, incised-engraved, and resist, are also widely distributed 7 ‘ i ‘
across the region and provide a means of analyzing past social networks. What rctnssiiod Mg B
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remains unknown is whether northern frontier wares are distinct types produced and T
consumed locally or if they were produced in one polity and consumed in another. -
Answering this question using methods of ceramic characterization will determine if = o - ks
regional ceramic traditions were the result of exchange networks or the development + ::E_) E E , o %
of a shared ideology that was materialized in ceramic style. 5 QA § g %D rfc
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"*"71 deposits in the world, measuring approximately ;3; UnclassifiedResist 1 3 6 4 0 1 15
\ 400,000 km? (Aguirre-Diaz et al. 2008). Due to % Angeles Resist* 0 0 2 8 0 20 30
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Il o EAEn, ezster /\ﬂ other northern frontier centers. This conclusion %" n
- is supported by previous petrographic analyses . El Pifion 60 0 > 9 0 14
owis  war| conducted by Strazicich (1995) and Wells = Alta Vista o 4 0 0 0 8 12
(2000), in addition to the pilot study of resist Mochtehuma c 0 0O O 0 5 5
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Identification and Description of Petrographic Fabrics Preliminary Petrographic Fabrics
Of the more than 800 ceramics sampled from seven frontier subareas, the resist F|ne Tuff Dense F|ne Tuff Coa rse Tuff Granophyrlc Volcanic
ware is the only one present in each of the ceramic assemblages. The analysis began e, DT NI g £ oS e T WS et S p o2 A s BT I A .
with the recording of quantitative data for Tepozan Resist (n=13) and Ponce Resist
(n=9) sherds, two resist types previously assigned to volcanic glass fabric classes by
both Strazicich (1995) and Wells (2000). Unsurprisingly, the volcanic glass fabric was
easy to recognize and is referred to here as a series of tuff fabrics that vary based on
the size and density of the glass shards observed in thin section (see box to right).
Detailed paste descriptions were written for the tuff fabrics using the modified St T i %S s rRNER N Y s L \ S | : i GEiEd Lt AN B
Whitbread (C:F:V) method outlined by Quinn (2013). Characterlzed by ﬁne gramed Fabric is same as fine tuff but Inclu5|ons are coarse- gralned Dlstlngwshed by rock High occurrence of |gneous
The description process was followed by a “quick sort” analysis of the resist sherds volcanic glass, plagioclase with higher density and smaller fragments of volcanic glass and fragments with granophyric (both volcanic and plutonic in
sampled (n=164). The results of the quick sort are provided in Table 1. Some of the feldspar, and pumice fragments glass shards and plagioclase pumice texture (i.e., intergrowths of origin) rock fragments
observations to note are: STUEIAZ I YU RE
. 10 : : :
51/(.)~0,f the resist sherds sampled have b?en aS.SIgHEd 1o one (?f the (Uit fabrics Conclusions and Future Research Aguirre-Diaz, Gerardo J., et al. (2008) The IgnimbE’:?II::z?rg—rUappaﬁ! Graben Calderas of the Sierra Madre
* ElPifion and Mochtehuma are the only sites without tuff fabric sherds  The wide distribution of resist ceramics across the northern frontier that share Occidental, Mexico. Developments in Volcanology 10:143-180.
* All of the Tepozan and “Tepozan-like” sherds were assigned to the Fine or Coarse petrographic fabrics suggests that either: (1) the paste recipe and operation sequence Quinn, Patrick S. (2013) Ceramic Petrography. Archaeopress, Oxford.
Tuff Fabrics, suggesting a more restricted paste recipe (i.e., potter community) used to produce resist pottery are shared regionally; or (2) resist vessels were Strazicich, Nicola (1995) Prehispanic Pottery Production in the Chalchihuites and La Quemada Regions of
- The Angeles Resist types differ most from the rest of the La Quemada resist types produced in one frontier polity and consumed by others. Zacatecas, Mexico. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, State University of New York at Buffalo.
with many of them remaining currently unassigned or having granophyric texture * Additional characterization techniques (SEM or ICP-MS) will be implemented to collect Wells, E. Christian (2000) Ceramic Fabrics of the Decorated Pottery from the Malpaso Valley, Zacatecas, Mexico.
+ The four sherds from Alta Vista assigned to the Dense Tuff Fabric (top row of dat? on. the elemental or cherrlical composition of the clay ma}trix or temper inclusions Manuscript on file in School of Human Evolution and Social Change, Arizona State University.
ohoto) share the “lazy S” motif with the Ponce sherds from La Quemada, also to finalize the provenance assignments for decorated ceramic types. i\;v;\rlslloln, Eric R., et al. (2006) Major ignimbrites and volcanic centers of the Copper Canyon area. Geosphere 2(3):
assigned to the Duff Tense Fabric  Ultimately, this project will determine which, if any, ceramic types were brought to | Acknowledgements
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